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RASH, Clement Philip Ernest 

Private, 51377 
2nd Battalion, Manchester Regiment 
formerly 33949, East Surrey Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 1st October 1918 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Vis-en-Artois 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 24  
 

 

Clement Philip Ernest Rash who was the fourth 
generation of his family line to be born in 
Haverhill but the first not to work in textiles. 
 

His great grandfather Charles, born almost 100 
years before him in 1802, was a silk weaver 
who married local girl Jane Farrant in 1828. 
Downs Lane was home for them and their nine 
children until Jane died in 1847.   
 
Clement’s great grandfather Charles Rash was 
the person who in 1867, paid the first £5 into 
the funds for the new Chapel which was built on 
a piece of waste ground purchased in 1869. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charles' fourth son Walter, and Clements’ 
grandfather, was born in 1843 and trained 
as a tailor's assistant, later becoming a 
machinist, probably at Gurteens.  In 1864 
he married Elizabeth Ives from Castle 
Camps.  They had ten children whilst living 
in Burton End with their first boy, Clements’ 
father, also named Walter, and born in 
1865. 
 
Clements’ parents Walter and Miriam Freeman of Haverhill were married in 1883 
with Walter working as a warehouseman in a clothing factory.  They raised 5 children 
whilst living at 6 St. Botolphs Lane and 32 Burton End.  Their fourth child and 
youngest son was Clement Philip Ernest who was born 1st October 1894. 
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Family photo  
Standing L – R 
Herbert (1883),  
Walter (1885),  
Clement (1895) 
Seated L – R 
Florence (1893),  
Walter,  
Miriam,  
Elsie (1898) 
 

 
 
By 1911 the family had moved to 6 Vine Cottages and after leaving school Clement 
was apprenticed as a cycle fitter to Mr Collis Smith, Cycle Agent of 23 Queen Street, 
Haverhill.  Clem, to those close to him, was a well known and respected member of 
the community and attended the Methodist Church.  He met local girl Nellie Hart and 
they were married in late 1915.   
 
Clement registered in Luton on 2nd March, 1916 and was placed on reserve. Giving 
his age as 22 years 7 months, he declared he was a fitter, living at 19 Liverpool 
Road, Luton. He noted that his next of kin was his father at 32 Vine Cottages, 
Haverhill. Clement was 5 feet 3½ inches tall, weighed 121 lbs with a chest 
measurement of 32 inches to 33½ inches. 
 
In October 1916 tragedy struck the family, Nellie gave birth to twins, but one was 
stillborn and buried on 6th October. Nellie herself died shortly afterwards and was 
buried on 11th October.  Just days later, the second twin, a son Eric, also died and 
was buried on 21st October. 
 

Clement was mobilised on 5th March, 1917 and posted to the training Reserve 
Battalion at Dover and the 3rd Battalion, The Buffs on 17th May 1917. Quickly 
transferred once again he joined the 3rd Battalion, East Surrey Regiment on 30th   
May and was posted to the BEF in France on 3rd July. He was again transferred, this 
time to the 2nd Battalion, Manchester Regiment.  
 

It was this month that the Third Battle of Ypres began and, as in many of the major 
battles, several Manchester battalions were involved. In September 1918 Clement 
took part in the Advance to Victory in Picardy & Artois, between the Somme & Loos.  
Joncourt is about three miles east of the St Quentin Canal which has  steep sides, in 
places almost perpendicular cliffs. The banks are lined with brick facings and with 
concrete fortifications and machine-gun emplacements, the canal formed a 
formidable part of the German Hindenburg Line. When the 46th (North Midland) 
Division broke through the Hindenburg Line and its canal defences on the 29th 
September it was described by the Press at that time as "the Miracle of the War". 
Part of its success in doing so was the capture of the Riqueval Bridge which crossed 
the canal north of Bellinglise. The 2nd Manchesters followed later that day, passing 
through the 46th Division and taking up positions at Magny La Fosse. 
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The first task of the attacking forces on the 30th September was to be the capture of 
Joncourt village and the responsibility for this was given to the 15th Lancashire 
Fusiliers supported by the Australians. The Australians however were held up and 
failed to arrive. The 15th Lancashire Fusiliers went in alone and after suffering heavy 
casualties they were forced to limit their advance to the outskirts of the village. 
 
It was now turn of the 2nd Manchesters. At 4 p.m. on the 1st October they attacked 
on a two-company front. Their objectives were to secure Joncourt village, and 
capture the Beaurevoir-Fonsomme Line as far as a farm known as ‘Swiss Cottage’. 
Joncourt was found to be deserted. After fierce hand to hand fighting, the 
Manchesters forced their way through thick barbed wire finally clearing the line for 
about 1400 yards stretching south from "Swiss Cottage". 
 
Assisted by a company from the 15th Lancashire Fusiliers, counter attacks were 
foiled and the following day the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers took over the captured 
position allowing the 2nd Manchesters to rest and re-organise.  
 
This was a day too late for Clement who, on 1st October 1918, within days of the 2nd 
anniversary of the death of his family, was killed in action. 
 
The battalion war diary records : 
 
"Magny-la-Fosse - 1918 October 1st - Battalion still in the line east of MAGNY-LA-
FOSSE. The battalion was ordered to attack enemy line, capture and hold enemy 
system and SWISS COTTAGE on the left flank. Battalion moved into position and 
attacked at zero hour, 4 pm with dispositions as follows:- 2 front Coys "C" and "D" - 
"A" Coy in Support -"B" Coy in reserve. The right objective was captured and held 
about 6:30 pm. Left objective ( SWISS COTTAGE) captured and held about 7 pm. 
Approximately between 150 and 200 prisoners were captured. All objectives gained 
were immediately consolidated and held. Casualties, 1 officer died of wounds, 7 
wounded, 4 OR killed, 78 wounded, 7 missing."  
 
War poet, Wilfred Owen was with "D" Coy that day and won his Military Cross for 
bravery in this action. He was to die a few weeks later on 4th November 1918. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 26th October 1918 reported: 

 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rash jun., of 32 Burton End, Haverhill, have been 
officially informed that their son, Pte. Clement P. Ernest Rash, of the 
Manchester Regt., was killed in action in France on the 1st inst. 
Deceased, who was 24 years of age, was a widower, and resided at 
Luton when he joined up in March 1917. He proceeded to France in June 
last year. He was well known and much respected locally, having served 
his apprenticeship with Mr. Collis Smith.’  

 
Clement is remembered on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial along with more than 9,000 
comrades who fell between 8th August and the end of the war and who have no 
known grave.  
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Vis-en-Artois Memorial 
 
(Photo courtesy CWGC) 

 
He is also remembered on the War 
Memorial in Haverhill Methodist Church.  
 
 
A wreath was laid at the unveiling of the 
town’s war memorial with the inscription: 
In memory of Clem, from his loved ones 
 

 
His wife & children’s grave in Haverhill Cemetery carries the inscription:  
  
 In Loving Memory of 

Pte Clement P.E. Rash, 
Killed in France Oct 1st 1918. 

Aged 24 years. 
 “Through The Cross to The Crown”. 

And Eric their infant Son. 
Aged 2 weeks. 

Also of Nellie his loving Wife 
Died Oct 7th 1816. Aged 22 years. 

“At Rest”. 
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On November 27th 1918, Clement’s 
father wrote desperately trying to find 
out where his son had died and where 
he was buried ‘for his mother’s sake’ as 
he was afraid she would not get over 
the shock.  
 
He adds that another son, W.J.H. Rash 
(Walter junior) was 205991, Corporal in 
2nd/6th Devonshire Regiment on 
service in Trimulgherry, India.  
 
On Army Form 5080 which his father 
completed in 1919 living relatives were 
listed as his parents, sister Elsie at 32 
Vine Cottages, brother Walter (28) at 
Mount Road, Haverhill, brother Herbert 
(32) at 37 Elthorne Park Road, Hanwell, 
W.7. and sister Florence Smith (27) at 
14 Primrose Hill, Haverhill.  
 
 
 

 
 
Clement’s brother Herbert C Rash was a Lieutenant with the Labour Company. He 
joined in May 1917 and was on service in France from February 1918 to September 
1919 when he was demobilised. He was engaged as Salvage Officer on the lines of 
communication in the North. 
 
 
Clement’s sister Florence Lilian married Stanley Smith early in 1915. They had three 
children. The youngest, Dennis Reginald was born in Haverhill, in 1923. Sadly, 
Florence died in 1935 when her youngest son was barely 12. As soon as he was old 
enough Dennis enlisted as a Trooper with the Royal Armoured Corps, HQ Sqn. 
13th/18th Royal Hussars. During the first four days of June 1944 the HQ Sqn were in 
Gosport finishing the waterproofing of tanks and loading them onto crafts in 
Portsmouth harbour prior to heading for the Normandy coast near Ouistreham. Six 
weeks after D-Day, the 18th July 1944 witnessed the beginning of the biggest battle 
to involve British armour either up to that point or since. The aim was to capture land 
to the east and south of Caen. On this day, the 23rd Hussars were dealing with 
resistance in Le Prieure to the east of Herouvillette.  It was also on this day that 
Dennis was killed in action. He was buried in Ranville War Cemetery. His name 
appears on the World War 2 Memorial in Haverhill Cemetery. 

 
 

 


